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Advancement of Medicine
My clinical and research efforts in 2024-2025 have remained
focused on advancing care for patients with blood cancers,

particularly lymphoma and plasma cell disorders such as multiple

myeloma. Over the past year, our team at Rush has made
significant strides in both clinical innovation and research that directly benefit patients and

contribute to the broader field of oncology.

One of our most notable accomplishments has been the successful implementation of bispecific
antibody therapy—a groundbreaking treatment approach in lymphoma. Thanks to the dedication
and precision of our multidisciplinary team, Rush is now the first center in Chicago — and one of
only a few nationwide — to offer this novel therapy entirely in the outpatient setting. This
advance not only improves patient access and comfort but also represents a significant step forward

in how we deliver leading-edge cancer care.

In addition, we are actively involved in investigating new targeted therapies for lymphoma. These
efforts include collaborations with leading national and international institutions, demonstrating our
commitment to innovation and scientific progress. Our research findings have contributed to several
high-impact publications/presentations in major meetings over the past few years, further cementing

Rush’s role as a leader in hematologic oncology.

These initiatives not only improve outcomes for our patients but also position Rush at the forefront
of transformative cancer care. Through these efforts, we continue to shape the future of treatment

for blood cancers on both a local and global scale.

Research and Education
The Elodia Kehm Endowed Chair Fund has been utilized for program development in hematology.

Funds also have supported research personnel in the Rush Cancer Clinical Trials Office, faculty and
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advanced practice providers in the lymphoma program, and faculty members in the
myelodysplastic/myeloproliferative neoplasms program, the acute leukemia program and the
classical hematology program. Your support helped cover the costs of publications in peer-reviewed
journals and supported our research personnel. Part of the funds have been used for membership
renewal and conference registration for faculty members. Activities supported by this endowment
and their outcome have encouraged more people to provide funding for other projects in the Section

of Hematology.

Speaking Engagements and Conferences — Abbreviated

| served as an invited speaker or moderator while attending various conferences, including:

e Precision Therapy in CLL: Central lllinois Cancer Conference, Peoria, IL. April 5, 2025.

e A case of fatigue (DLBCL): Multi-Disciplinary Medical Conference, Rush University Medical
Center, Chicago. March 19, 2025.

e Shifting Landscape in DLBCL: Wisconsin Multiple Myeloma & Lymphoma Summit. Aug. 17,
2024,

e Update in Mantle Cell Lymphoma: Cellular Therapy Meeting in Deerfield, IL. Sept. 21, 2024.

e ASCO 2024 Review in Lymphoma & CLL: Albuquerque, NM. June 22-24, 2024.

e ASCO 2024 Review in Lymphoma & CLL: Minneapolis, MN. June 15-16, 2024.

e Central lllinois Hematology Oncology Conference: Emphasis on Precision-Guided
Management in Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia: Peoria, IL. April 6, 2024.

e Best of ASH 2023, sponsored by American Society of Hematology, Chronic Lymphocytic
Leukemia: Portland OR. January 2024.

Presentations and Posters
e Kirk Cahill, MD, James Godfrey, MD, Chadi Nabhan, MD, MBA, FACP, Theodore G. Karrison,
PhD, Jessica Robertson, CCRP, Justin Kline, MD, Kenneth S. Cohen, MD, Michael R. Bishop,
MD, Walter M. Stadler, MD, Reem Karmali, MD, MSc, Parameswaran Venugopal, MD, Seo-
Hyun Kim, MD, Aaron P. Rapoport, MD, and Sonali M. Smith, MD. “Prospective Multi-Center
Phase I/l Trial of Lenalidomide and Dose-Adjusted EPOCH-R in MYC-Associated B-Cell
Lymphomas.” Presented as a poster; abstract No. 2936. American Society of Hematology

Annual Meeting. December 2022.
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Oladipo Odeyinka, Mitchell Collins, Michael Sunnaa, Parameswaran Venugopal, Tochukwu
Okwuosa, Rush University Medical Center, Chicago. “Premature Ventricular Contractions and
Cardiomyopathy While on Ofatumumab for Treatment of Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia.”
Accepted for poster presentation. American College of Cardiology/World Congress of
Cardiology Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. March 2023.

Reem Karmali, Venugopal P, et al. “A Phase |Ib Study to Evaluate the Safety and Efficacy of
Nivolumab in Combination with R-CHOP in High-Risk DLBCL.” Accepted for poster
presentation at the 65th ASH Annual Meeting and Exposition, San Diego, California.
December 9-12, 2023.

Agne Paner, Parameswaran Venugopal, Yashwanth Sudhini, Mehmet Altintas, Jochen Reiser,
Binod Dhakal, Eunsil Hahm, Vasil Peev. “Soluble Urokinase Plasminogen Activator Receptor
(SuPAR) in Patients with Plasma Cell Dyscrasias, a Pilot Study.” Presented at the
International Myeloma Society meeting in Athens, Greece. April 2023.

Arushi Virmani, Parameswaran Venugopal. “Al-generated A (delta) SUVmax and A Mean
Tumor Volume (AMTV) improve confidence in clinical decision making on interim and/or
completion 18F-FDG PET/CT in lymphoma patients with Deauville score of 4.” Presented at

the American Roentgen Ray Society conference in Boston, MA. May 2024.

Publication Highlights

Kirk Cahill, MD, James Godfrey, MD, Chadi Nabhan, MD, MBA, Justin Kline, MD, Peter Riedell,
MD, Kenneth S. Cohen, MD, Sunil Narula, MD, Theodore G. Karrison, PhD, Jessica Robertson,
CCRP, Reem Karmali, MD, MS, Parameswaran Venugopal, MD, Seo-Hyun Kim, MD, Aaron P.
Rapoport, MD, Seung Tae Lee, MD, Jennie Law, MD, Paul Fishkinm MD, Iris Isufi, MD, James
Wade, MD, Lynne Kaminer, MD, Sonali M. Smith, MD. “Prospective Multicenter Phase /Il Trial
of Lenalidomide and Dose-Adjusted EPOCH-R in MYC-Associated Diffuse Large B-cell
Lymphoma.” Submitted to Blood Advances, July 2023.

Paolo Strati, Rebecca Champion, Morton Coleman, Sonali M. Smith, Parameswaran
Venugopal, Peter Martin, Andrew Wood, Kara Miller, Beth Christian, The University of Texas
MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX, Norton Cancer Institute, Louisville, KY, 3Clinical
Research Alliance/Weill Cornell Medicine, New York, NY, The University of Chicago Medical
Center, Chicago, IL, Rush University Medical Center, Chicago, IL, Weill Cornell Medical
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College, New York Presbyterian Hospital, New York, NY, AstraZeneca, Cambridge, UK;
AstraZeneca, South San Francisco, CA, The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer
Center, Columbus, OH. “Acalabrutinib alone or in combination with rituximab for follicular
lymphoma: an open-label study.” Accepted for publication in British Journal of Haematology,

September 2024.

The Year Ahead: 2025 and Beyond

We plan to focus on enhancing research focused on improving bispecific antibody immunotherapy
and cellular therapy options for patients with hematologic malignancies using the funds provided by
this endowment. We will continue to have regular interactions with community oncologists, including

through educational programs.

With Gratitude

We extend our heartfelt gratitude for your unwavering support for our clinical, translational and
programmatic initiatives within the Section of Hematology. Your philanthropy has been instrumental
in propelling our mission to improve the lives of individuals affected by both benign and malignant

blood disorders.

Thanks to your visionary investment, we have been able to strengthen our faculty and research
teams, expand access to pioneering therapies and drive innovation in patient care. The research
supported by this endowment has led to impactful publications and presentations, establishing new

standards and informing best practices in the treatment of blood cancers around the world.

Equally inspiring is the spirit of collaboration your support has enabled. The extensive network of
national and international partners involved in our work — many of whom are featured in the

publications/presentations listed — demonstrates the global reach and influence of your generosity.

Your commitment to advancing medicine and improving human health has laid the foundation for
lasting, transformative progress. On behalf of our entire team and the patients whose lives are
affected by this work, thank you for making these achievements possible. Your support continues to

be a source of hope and a catalyst for change.



