Dear Prospective Student:

Embarking on doctoral education is a financial as well as personal commitment.  One way to support the cost of your education while gaining initial experience in the grant writing process is to apply for a federal pre-doctoral fellowship.  The federal program initiative, administered by the National Institute for Nursing Research (NINR) of  the National Institutes of  Health (NIH), is a competitive opportunity for persons who plan research careers and are able to make the commitment to pursuing full time doctoral education while receiving the award.  The award usually covers a significant portion of tuition, provides a stipend for living and allows for some dissertation research costs.  Graduates who have held pre-doctoral fellowships are much sought after by employers and are considered to have an especially firm foundation for launching their post-graduate funding endeavors.  

To find out more about this support mechanism, please visit http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-02-019.html.  You will note that there is great emphasis on supporting areas of science that have been identified as addressing national health priorities first.  To assess how your area of interest compares with the NINR’s current and recent priorities, please visit http://www.nih.gov/ninr/research/dea.html.   If your area of interest does not appear on the listing for the recent years, you should still discuss the fellowship with the Rush interviewer because other areas of inquiry can be competitive if the value of the area of inquiry to the health of the nation can be demonstrated.

Another important point about the program is its emphasis on the matching of the student with a senior, funded researcher who can provide appropriate training support.   The College of  Nursing always endeavors to make such a match.  It is important that you indicate as early as possible your interest in pursing a pre-doctoral fellowship.  We ask that you do so when  you are interviewed for our  program.   Although you can apply for a pre-doctoral fellowship at any point during your doctoral education, we have found students are often most successful in the award competition if they apply just prior to commencing study or within the first quarters.  

If  you  have an interest in this fellowship, please discuss your ideas with the assigned interviewer.  If you have any questions before that time, please contact me at 312-942-7117.

Yours truly,

Carol Farran, DNSc, RN, FAAN
  

