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Course Description:

NUR 548 is a one-credit hour course that provides the graduating master's student with the opportunity to demonstrate knowledge of essential theory, incorporate research findings, demonstrate scholarly thought and application/focus to a population/problem, and contribute to the body of nursing knowledge. This project may be either an Evidence-Based Practice Protocol or a Case Study/Management Project; it must be presented in both written and oral form.  

Course Objectives:
1.
Demonstrate analysis and synthesis of the knowledge and skills acquired in preceding graduate nursing core, advanced practice nursing core, and specialty curriculum content.

2.
Integrate this analysis in the creation of an evidenced-based practice protocol or a case study/management project.

3.
Disseminate significant components of the project through a written paper and oral presentation.

MSN CAPSTONE GUIDELINES ‑ NUR 548 (1 cr. Hr.)

Guidelines:

1. You will be assigned a Project Director when you begin your NUR 541 clinical hours. This will most likely be your academic advisor.

2. Identify the focus of your Project no later than the second quarter of NUR 541 clinical hours.

3.
Develop a timeline with your assigned Project Director with projected dates of completion of project phases. (refer to Sample Capstone Timeline form)

4. 
Evidence Based Practice Protocol Projects need not be submitted for IRB review, unless the protocol is tested on patients or put to actual use as part of the student project.

 Students choosing the Case Study/Management option must contact the IRB for guidance.  The IRB will, on a case by case basis, issue a written decision regarding the need for IRB review. It is to the student’s benefit to secure a written decision because if students do publish their case studies, they will have an IRB letter documenting that IRB review was not necessary.  Case studies are a gray area in human subject protection.  This review will provide a safeguard to the case study subject and the student’ work. All clinical HIPAA requirements must be met. 

· Complete the New Application form (Be sure to check item 1 (exemption from continuing review as common educational practice).  Available at http://www.rush.edu/Rush_Document/34.pdf
· Provide completed HIPAA waiver  

· Attach a cover letter (Addressed to IRB Director of Human Subjects Protection) detailing your case study, status as MSN student, and request for exemption

· Submit materials to Research and Clinical Trials Administration Office (Professional Building – Suite 439) 

· Notify Jane Strong (IRB Director) by email (Jane_Strong@rush.edu) that the materials have been submitted

5.
NUR 548: You will enroll for one quarter hour of NUR 548 in the quarter that you will be presenting your oral presentation. If the project is not completed during this time, the student may register for one additional quarter of NUR 548. The Associate Dean for Academic Affairs must approve any further extension.

6.
Paper:  The project paper must be typed and will follow the project guidelines and APA format (current edition). The title page will include the project title; student name; credentials; Rush University College of Nursing; and the words, In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Master of Science in Nursing Degree.

7. 
Review Publishing in Nursing document for tips on writing, developing a writing project and query letter, etc. at http://www.rushu.rush.edu/nursing/stuman/Publishing.pdf. Submit a letter of inquiry for your project to a chosen journal. A sample query letter is included at the end of this document.  Provide your Project Director with a copy of your submission.

8. 
After approval of the MSN project paper by the Project Director, submit two copies of the paper, one on disc along with the signed Permission to Copy form to the Associate Dean, 1080 AAC, and one hard copy to your advisor. The project paper will be stored on disc in the College of Nursing and will be available to faculty and students.

9.  
Presentation:  After receiving approval of your written project paper, submit the MSN Project Oral Presentation Form to the Associate Dean's Secretary in Room 1080 AAC.  Submit the form week 6 of the quarter in which you will be presenting. MSN Projects will be presented on an end of the quarter date, pre-determined by each program of study.  The schedule for the presentations will be posted in student e-mail and on the 10th floor, Armour Academic Center. This presentation will be no longer than 20 minutes in length. Following the presentation, the project director will sign the Master of Nursing Science (MSN) Project Approval Form. The student will submit the signed form to the Associate Dean's Office.

Final Grade: The student's final grade for the capstone project will be determined by faculty assessment of the paper using the project criteria (85%) and faculty assessment of the presentation style (15%) using the Oral Presentation Rubric (see attached).  A score of 80/100 is required for a passing grade.

EVIDENCE BASED PRACTICE PROTOCOL (EBPP)

Purpose:
The purpose of this project is to provide the student with the opportunity to apply and integrate knowledge from previous coursework in the development and implementation of an evidence based practice protocol (guidelines) in the student's clinical specialty area. 

Evidence Based Practice Protocol Criteria:

1. Identify and describe a clinical practice problem. (5 pts.)

2. Review and analyze the current research and clinical literature pertinent to the key issues of the clinical practice problem, including any published standards.  Integration of this content should also be evident throughout the paper. (15 pts.)

3. Identify the need for development of an Evidence Based Practice Protocol or implementation of an existing EBPP to address the clinical practice problem identified in your setting. (5 pts.)

4. Provide a theoretical base for the proposed EBPP: physiological/psychological/pathophysiological, behavioral, developmental theories, etc. (5 pts.)

5. Describe/Develop the EBPP, and describe the process for its implementation in your practice setting (attach EBPP document as appendix). (30 pts.)

6. Identify ways in which the effectiveness of the EBPP will be evaluated and documented; identify outcomes. (10 pts.)

7. Describe the cost implications of the new EBPP. How will the implementation of this EBPP be financed? (5 pts.)

8. Summarize the significance of this case to the APN role, e.g., identify relevant specialty competencies. (10 pts.)

9. Use proper grammar (syntax and structure), current APA format, correct spelling, logical progression of ideas. (10 pts.)

10. Submit letter of inquiry to relevant journal to determine possibility for publication of project paper 



(5 pts.)

CASE STUDY/MANAGEMENT PROJECT 

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to provide the student with the opportunity to apply and integrate knowledge from previous coursework in the analysis of a patient/family/ and/or population clinical problem and development of a comprehensive management plan. 

Case Study/Management Project Criteria:

1.
Provide an introduction to the case, why it has been selected and key issues that the paper will address. (5 pts.)

2. Present the case comprehensively, including: (a) physical, psychological, social, developmental/family/and/or community information; (b) history of the present illness/problem; (c)  past medical history; (d) diagnoses and/or population‑based health problems/risks; and (e) initial treatment/intervention plan.  Include charts and tables of normal and abnormal findings and values as needed. (15 pts.)

3. Address the treatment/intervention goals and identify outcomes and how they are measured (e.g., length of stay, cost, specific clinical indicators). (10 pts.)

4. Review and analyze the current research and clinical literature pertinent to the key issues of the case.  Integration of this content should also be evident throughout the paper. (15 pts.)

5. Present the comprehensive treatment/intervention plan with rationale and patient/family/population responses (include any coordination/collaboration/consultation activities). (10 pts.)

6. Provide a theoretical base for the proposed treatment/intervention plan: physiological/psychological/pathophysiological, behavioral, developmental theories, etc. (5 pts.)

7. Describe cost implications of treatment/intervention plans.  How was care/program financed? (5 pts.)

8. Evaluate the treatment/intervention plan in terms of effectiveness. (10 pts.)

9. Summarize the significance of this case to the APN role, e.g., identify relevant specialty competencies. (10 pts.)

10. Use proper grammar (syntax and structure), current APA format, correct spelling, logical progression of ideas. (10 pts.)

11. Submit letter of inquiry to relevant journal to determine possibility for publication of project paper. (5 pts.)

Sample Capstone Timeline

This form may be used as a planning document for MSN students and their project advisors.

DATE






TASK______________________

_________
NUR541 (2nd quarter)


Identify capstone topic*

_________
Quarter prior to NUR548


First draft of project paper

_________
Week 4 of NUR548 quarter

Final draft of project paper

_________
Week 6 of NUR548 quarter

Presentation approval signed








First draft of presentation slides

_________
Week 8 of NUR548 quarter

Final draft of presentation slides

_________      Week 9 or 10 of NUR548 quarter

Capstone Presentation; date 




determined by Program of Study;

MSN project approval form submitted

Project Director/Advisor signature: ________________________________________

Student Signature:_______________________________________________________

Date:__________________________

*IRB approval applied for, if required.

Academic Honesty:


Rush University seeks to create a climate that encourages its members to act as responsible adults in an academic community.  Generally, institutional disciplinary measures are invoked only in response to conduct that adversely affects the Rush University Medical Center’s pursuit of its educational mission and objectives.  Penalties may range from a warning to probation, suspension or expulsion from RUMC.  Behaviors that could subject a student to disciplinary action include all forms of academic dishonesty and other forms of student misconduct as defined in the University Statement on Student Conduct and the University Statement on Academic Honesty.  In addition, the conditions of the RUMC policy Drug and Alcohol Free Work Place apply to all students.  Please consult the University Bulletin for the complete statements. 

Disability Accommodations:

The college of Nursing will provide reasonable accommodations for students with documented 

disabilities, that may impair academic performance.  Please send all requests directly to Dr. Lisa Rosenberg, PhD, RN, Associate Dean of students, to Room 1087 AAC.

Protection of Intellectual Property



Permission to audio or videotape speakers may not be presumed.  Authorization to do so must be arranged directly with the speaker.  Unauthorized use of speaker materials is strictly prohibited.

RUSH UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF NURSING

MSN CAPSTONE PROJECT ORAL PRESENTATION FORM

ID#




Student Name







Date





I wish to present my MSN Capstone Project during the following quarter:  

WI
SP
SU
FA
(please circle)

Title of Presentation








































Project Director Approval of Capstone Paper 

Signature of Project Director





  Date




Department: 
Adult Health
Community/Mental Health
Women’s and Children’s Health 







(please circle)

Note:  Project Director's signature on this form confirms that the student's written MSN Capstone  Project has been approved and the student may do the oral presentation.

Note:  Student obtains form from Suite 1080 Armour Academic Center (AAC).  Return signed form to Suite 1080 AAC.

 RUSH UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF NURSING

MASTER OF NURSING SCIENCE (MSN) CAPSTONE PROJECT

APPROVAL FORM

ID#




Student Name







has successfully completed the MSN Capstone Project and has made the public presentation of the project 

on 



.


                  Date

The title of the project was:




































Signature of Project Director:  (Please type name below line)










  

Date




           Project Director












Date







Advisor

Note:
Student obtains form from Suite 1080 Armour Academic Center.  After student and Project Director have completed the form, the student returns it to the Associate Dean in Suite 1080 Armour Academic Center.

cc:    Advisor


        Student File


        Student

         Project Director

RUSH UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF NURSING

MSN CAPSTONE PROJECT PAPER

PERMISSION TO COPY

ID#


 Student Name




   Date



Address:




____________________________________ 

City

_______________________
  State
 _________   Zip _______________

Phone:




Title of Paper





































I hereby give permission to Rush University and the College of Nursing to make copies of the paper named above.  I understand that the College will use my paper for educational purposes only.





Signed:












Date:









Please submit this signed form and paper (hard copy) to the Office of the Associate Dean, Suite 1080 Armour Academic Center.

 Student:



Reviewer:

MSN Capstone Project Oral Presentation Rubric
Exemplary: a model of best practice as related to this criterion (5 pt.)

Accomplished: excellent implementation; comparable to other examples (4 pt.) 

Promising: good implementation; however, improvement is needed (3 pt.)  

Incomplete: partial implementation of this criterion; additional work needed; good start (2 pt.) 

Not evident: unable to locate examples specific to this criterion  (1 pt.)

	PREPARATION
	
	

	Purpose is Identified.  Speaker identifies the purpose—what s/he wants the audience to believe, remember, or do when the talk is finished.  Aims all parts of the presentation toward this purpose.
	1 2 3 4 5 
	

	Demonstrates Ability to Analyze the Audience through adapting the message (its organization, appeals, and examples) to the audience’s knowledge and needs.

(Consider the Audience to be the Decision making body of the organization to which your proposal will be presented.)
	1 2 3 4 5 
	

	INTRODUCTION
	
	

	Involves the Audience. Captures the audience’s attention by opening with a promise, story, startling fact, question, quote, relevant problem, or self-effacing joke.
	1 2 3 4 5 
	

	Establishes Credibility by identifying position, expertise, knowledge, or qualifications.
	1 2 3 4 5 
	

	Previews Main Points.  Introduces topics and summarizes the principle parts
	1 2 3 4 5  
	

	BODY of  PRESENTATION
	
	

	Develops two to four main points.  Streamlines topic to concentrate on major issues.
	1 2 3 4 5 


	

	Arranges the points logically.  Sequences the points chronologically, from most important to least important, by comparison and contrast, or by some other strategy.
	1 2 3 4 5 
	

	Prepares Transitions.  Between each major point, writes “bridge” statements that connect the previous item to the next one.  Uses transitional expressions as verbal signposts (first, second, then, however, consequently, on the contrary, and so forth).
	1 2 3 4 5 
	

	Has Extra Material Ready.  Is prepared with more information and visuals in the case there is additional time to fill.
	1 2 3 4 5 
	

	CONCLUSION
	
	

	Reviews Main Points. Emphasizes main ideas in the closing to increase the chances that the audience will remember them.
	1 2 3 4 5 
	

	Provides a Final Focus.  Tells the listeners how they can use this information, why the presentation  has been given, or what  it is that you want the audience to do.  
	1 2 3 4 5 
	

	VISUAL AIDS
	
	

	Selects a Medium that is Appropriate for the size of the audience, technical requirements of the presenting equipment, cost and ease of preparation, and potential effectiveness.  
	1 2 3 4 5 
	

	APPEARANCE
	
	

	Dresses Appropriately for a formal presentation.  Appearance and gestures do not detract from  message. 
	1 2 3 4 5  
	

	
	
	

	EVALUATION DECISION – Acceptable/Not Acceptable
	
	


Points: 10=59-65; 9=53-58; 8=46-52; 7=40-45; 6=33-39; 5=27-32; 4=21-26; 3=14-20; 2=7-13; 1=0-6

Adapted by Linnea Carlson-Sabelli from Guffy, (2003) Business Communication, 4th Ed, p. 511
As part of  NUR 548, students are expected to develop a manuscript from their capstone experience.  Below is an example of a Query Letter that can be sent as either a letter or email:

January 20, 2006

Eleanor Sullivan, Ph.D., R.N.

Editor

Journal of Advance Practice Nursing

Seven Dupont Circle, NE

Washington, DC  10112

Dear Dr. Sullivan:

Reimbursement for advanced practice nurses (APN) gained significant strides with the passage of the Final Rule from the Health Care Financing Administration in July 1999.  Yet, most APN’s are still learning to interpret the rulings in order to bill for their services.  I am writing to assess your interest in reviewing a manuscript that I am currently writing which reviews Medicare reimbursement guidelines for APNs.

I am currently a graduate student in the Nurse Practitioner program at Rush University College of Nursing, Chicago, Illinois.  I have been a critical care nurse for over 15 years and currently work part-time in the Medical Intensive Care Unit at Cook County Hospital, Chicago, Illinois.  I have followed the reimbursement literature closely as the physician practice group that works in my unit is interested in hiring me upon graduation this fall and I would be directly billing for my services.  The manuscript “Update on Reimbursement for Advanced Practice Nurses” would cover an introduction and overview of reimbursement, including a brief history; a review of the new rulings on reimbursement for APN’s, and information on gaining provider status and submitting billing.  I plan to also include a table, which outlines examples of common procedures performed by APNs that can be billed.

I look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in reviewing the manuscript for possible publication consideration in the Journal of Advanced Practice Nursing.

Sincerely,

Nellie Nurse R.N., CCRN

Nellie Nurse

444 Willow Lane 

Chicago, Illinois

60614

(773) 949-7062

psmith@aol.com
