VNA FOUNDATION CLASS OF 2008-2009 GENERALIST ENTRY MASTER (GEM) SCHOLARSHIP TO ADVANCE THE PRACTICE OF COMMUNITY NURSING

The VNA Foundation (www.vnafoundation.net), a private philanthropic foundation dedicated to supporting home-and community-based health services to the medically underserved, awarded the Rush University College of Nursing a grant in support of the VNA Foundation Class of 2008-2009 GEM Scholarship.
The award is restricted to post-baccalaureate students accepted to or enrolled in the GEM nursing program, who, upon graduation, agree to work in community health nursing for at least three years in the Chicago metropolitan area. After completing the GEM nursing program, recipients may also pursue graduate education in nursing, such as post-master’s or doctoral programs, as long as either during or immediately after such graduate education the three years of work in home- or community-based health is completed.  Recipients will also be required to attend the annual VNA Foundation Fall Awards Luncheon (generally the first Thursday in September) to report on their activities.

The award may be used only to pay tuition and fees. For the purpose of this scholarship, GEM students are defined as those who have a bachelor’s or higher degree in another discipline who are seeking a Generalist Entry Master’s degree to move into the discipline of nursing.   Students accepted for the winter incoming class as well as students who began their matriculation the previous summer of the awarding year may apply for this award.

Those interested in applying should prepare an essay, of no more than 5 double-spaced pages, addressing the following:

· An autobiographical statement. Include significant past life experiences, your short and long-term goals, and actions that you have taken toward achieving those goals.

· Identification of a particular health-related need you would like to address as a community/public health nurse.  Explain why you would like to address this need, and how you would do so.

· Evidence of your commitment to community nursing as a career choice.

Please submit your essay, your recent curriculum vitae or resume, and one letter of support by October 6, 2008 to:

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Rush University College of Nursing
600 S. Paulina, Suite 1080

Chicago, IL 60612
312-942-7117

No faxed or emailed applications will be accepted.  Scholarship finalists will be interviewed and selected by a panel of Rush University faculty.  
